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January Limelight
Watercolor Artists

President’s Column continued on page 2

By Walt Schumacher standing in ....

WHAT IS HAL, PART 3

This seems to be a topic I re-visit from time to time…
most recently in September, and also December
(Don’t forget, the last 5 years of Newsletters are now
on the HAL website…) Recently I was asked the
question, “Does HAL have a mission statement?” (I
love questions, because they usually give me
something to write for this Column!)

Yes, indeed … HAL’s mission was stated in our
Articles of Incorporation, and is reiterated in our
By-Laws, revised most recently on 5-19-2009. Hold
onto your seat if you are not familiar with it, because
it may not be what you expect!

“ARTICLE II -- Purpose

“The purpose of this corporation shall be as set forth
in its Articles of Incorporation, dated October 23,
1957, and all amendments thereto.

“Our Mission Statement: HAL’s purpose is to promote
understanding, appreciation, participation and
general interest in the visual arts throughout the
Tennessee Valley.”

A little bit more elaborate message is included in the
Artist’s Handbook. A few years ago we decided to
‘hide’ this information on the main page of our
website. It says:

“The Huntsville Art League is a cooperative, non-
profit organization, operated through the volunteer
efforts of its members and friends. HAL’s purpose is
to cultivate visual art and artists in the Tennessee
Valley. This is accomplished through exhibitions,
education, and community outreach.

“HAL maintains classrooms, studio space and
galleries for the exhibition and sale of art work by
members, ongoing exhibitors, and visiting artists.
HAL provides educational programs and instruction
for children and adults, sponsors workshops with
prominent visiting artists, conducts demonstrations
in various media, and hosts special exhibitions. HAL
strives to provide a congenial and stimulating
environment for nurturing visual literacy and
expression.”

…And if THAT is our Mission Statement, (which it
IS) I think we’re doing a pretty good job!!

Further information about how HAL operates is on
the web page “Exhibit at HAL.” It states what every
HAL exhibiting artist knows:
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The HAL Limelight for the month of January will feature
our talented watercolor artists. We will be treated to a

special display by: S. Renee Prasil, Judith Fields, Heike
Covell, Kay McWhorter, Terri Shows, Dan Tatum,
and Marcia Leonard.

Please join the artists at their reception on Sunday,
January 17, 4-6 PM.

Publicity Chairperson Needed

We have several members on the Publicity Committee. John Allen voices our ads for
WLRH. Maite Clyatt sends bi-weekly email “shout-outs” to dozens of media outlets. Harriet
Dobbins is willing to go on the noon shows at local TV stations.

, and maybe compile “what’s going
on at HAL” every other week. This info can be gleaned from the newsletter and website, or
with a quick conference with any HAL Board member. Anyone interested? Please, please?

Examples of Paintings by HAL Watercolor Artists
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Contribute Art To Collector’s Draw
Not an artist? Not a problem!! Don’t forget that we
are looking for artwork donations, but it doesn’t
matter if you are the artist, or not. (Last year one of
our best customers donated a piece by Jerry Brown.)
Just remember that the art DOES have to be original
(is not a print), its value is over $200, and it does
need to be framed (wire in back) for easy hanging.
If you bring a piece in, please log it into the donation
book (ask the desk worker). THANKS!!

Oh, And Buy A Collector’s Draw Ticket!
We have already sold over 70 of the 100 tickets that
will be available. It’s the best art deal in Huntsville!
Don’t be afraid to tell your friends, co-workers, and
family. Tickets also make great gifts… Sure, you
could give art all year long, but who knows your
friends’ tastes, their available space, or what color
goes with their couch?! Your friends can have a fun
afternoon and a great piece of art, and you didn’t
have to learn how to read minds!

Give The Gift Of HAL Membership In 2010
In 2010, when you renew your HAL Membership,
you can designate a free Membership to go to the
person of your choice! This is a way we can increase
the number of new Members. We only have two
stipulations: the person must not have been a
previous member of HAL, and you must supply their
EMAIL address.

How it works: While renewing your Membership, fill
out a Membership form for your Friend. Write “FREE
MEMBERSHIP” at the top, and have the desk worker
staple that to your paid renewal invoice. We can add
this info to a call-in or mail-in Renewal as well.
Thanks for sharing the Gift of HAL!!

How To Donate To HAL
To make a donation to HAL, just come to HAL and
announce (loudly) “I would like to donate some
money to HAL!” Once our desk worker finishes
kissing your toes, they will make out an invoice,
check the “DONATION” box on the invoice, and
receive your check. Donations are tax-deductable,
and we even have a form letter made up, to
acknowledge your contribution. If you want to
donate by phone or mail, it works the same, and we
will mail you the receipt. As you know, HAL receives
no Federal, State, or local tax dollars, but operates
solely on the support of its members … like you!

HAL is a “co-op” gallery. It is a
cooperative effort of 60+ Tennessee
Valley artists. We are here to nurture
and grow and display our local artists,
some of whom go on to hang in
commercial galleries. We offer exposure
in many venues, not just our own
gallery. We are the official “booking
agent” for the Huntsville Times Gallery,
the Heritage Club, and the main
Huntsville Library. We also put on shows
at local malls, host a HAL tent at
Panoply, and participate in the citywide
“Gallery Tour.” Every month, we feature
a different artist in our “Limelight” area.
We produce a prestigious annual show
at the Huntsville Museum of Art called
“Unique Views of Huntsville.” Our
annual Collector’s Draw is always a
sellout. We also offer classes and
workshops for the up and coming artist.
We keep artists informed of other area
shows, and advertise accomplishments
of HAL artists in our newsletter and in
other media outlets including
newspaper, Internet, radio, and TV.

Within the Exhibitor Application, the
point is made even finer, by explaining
what HAL is NOT:

HAL is not a Museum. You do not install
your art and leave it indefinitely. We
consider ourselves “working artists”,
and change our offerings on a regular
basis. HAL is not a “commercial” gallery.
A commercial gallery depends entirely
on sales for its existence. This makes it
very exclusionary, because it is very
important to only exhibit artists who
have a proven track record.

HAL is “INclusive”. It exists for the
benefit of artists and art lovers in the
greater Huntsville area. If HAL ever
disbanded, its assets would be donated
to the city of Huntsville. That’s also in
the Articles of Incorporation. HAL is a
not-for-profit corporation because it
exists to enhance the quality of life for
the citizens of Huntsville, and we take
pleasure in doing so!

Shake off the winter ‘blues’ and join us at HAL for serious ‘play’ with ‘reds,
yellows, greens’, and ALL the colors of the rainbow! The range of classes
offered at HAL this quarter is exciting!

We have oil and pastels, fabric arts, wire jewelry, mixed media sculpture, and much, much more!
Classes and Workshops in Portraits, Photography, Textures, and other media and techniques are
scheduled now.

Registration is ongoing, but sign up early to reserve your space! Many classes are limited in the
number of students admitted, and our teachers always need time to prepare for the number of
students expected. Although the ‘earlier, the better’ certainly holds true where registrations are
concerned, if you’ve ‘put off’ a sign-up or simply remembered it ‘last minute’, go ahead and make
the call. Some classes can ‘work in’ another student or two, and sometimes we do have
cancellations. Regardless, you are always welcome at HAL. Join old friends for classes — or
make new ones! It is always ‘warm’ at HAL!

For more information about our classes, please call HAL (256) 534-3860 or check the schedule
on our website, www.Huntsvilleartleague.org.
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by S. Renee Prasil

President’s Column continued from Page 1

S T A F F
Gallery Director

Walt Schumacher   457-5586   Walt@comcast.net
Education Director

S. Renee Prasil   SmartArtsR@aol.com
Bookkeeper

S. Renee Prasil   SmartArtsR@aol.com

E X E C U T I V E  B O A R D

Acting President
John Hubbard   john@jehubbard.com

1st Vice President
John Hubbard   john@jehubbard.com

2nd Vice President (Programs)
Mary Ellen Davidson   882-6006   detchings@knology.net

Treasurer
Bob Turner   880-3470   2turnertrails@comcast.net

Secretary
Conrad Cook   539-2236   ceciv@knology.net

C o m m i t t e e s

Facilities Co-Chairs
Hal Cronkhite   883-0143   hcronkhite@knology.net

Dick Binger   533-3473   dbin5@mac.com
Gallery Co-chairs

Teresia Reid• Patti Eldridge
Membership

Walt Schumacher  536-1284  waltshoe@comcast.net
Webmaster

Walt Schumacher   536-1284   waltshoe@comcast.net
Newsletter

Martina Dyer   martina@martinadyer.com
Judith Fields   828-9996   judithfields@bellsouth.net

Walt Schumacher   536-1284   waltshoe@comcast.net

Special Events Creative Consultant
Maria West   883-0374
Outside Exhibits

Huntsville Times
Harriet Dobbins   everythingmatters@earthlink.net

Heritage Club
Dorothy Montgomery  881-9527

Unique Views of Huntsville
Walt Schumacher   536-1284   waltshoe@comcast.net

Education Committee
Terri Shows • Heike Covell

Workshops
Hal Cronkhite   883-0149   hcronkhite@knology.net

Patron Recognition
Glennis Black   732-3333   joblack@ardmore.net

Publicity/Advertising
Maite Clyatt   858-3674   maiteclyatt@aol.com

HAL Library
Teresia Reid • Julia Hawk
Collector’s Draw

Chair — Walt Schumacher
Don Broome • Lynn Hartman•Laurie McKelvie

Ad Hoc Shows *
Grants *

* Open - Please call Walt



“Exposure: What is the
True Value?”

Not too long ago, I heard an artist talking about
the ‘opportunity’ they had been offered to
exhibit their artwork. The location was a local
business whose focus was not the selling of art.
It was an area restaurant.

Since many of the ‘alternate gallery’ spaces that
are offered to artists are in food-related
venues, let’s focus on these. There are ‘pros
and cons’ to hanging in establishments such as
this. I’ve exhibited in area restaurants and
coffee shops, so I am not ‘anti’-these as art
venues. After all, people have to eat and if the
restaurant is a popular place, an artist can
certainly gain rapid exposure (and sales!) this
way. Be aware that there are drawbacks —
food related mishaps, etc. This should be
covered in your contract (we’ll cover
“Contracts” in another issue!). I want to focus
for now on the situation noted above and the
‘opportunity’ offered to the artist.

As the artist continued talking, she mentioned
that the restaurant owner was allowing her to
hang in her restaurant for an indeterminate
period of time. For this favor, the restaurant
owner would take a ‘small’ commission of each
sale. And this is where she really had my
attention! Once again, the artist was getting a
raw deal and glad to do so! The exhibit and
potential resulting sale of art should be a ‘win-
win’ situation for all involved. As artists, we
allow our emotional attachment to our art
affect how we deal with the business aspect of
our art. So, what to do:

No ‘indeterminate’ time: All contracts need a
‘Start’ and ‘Stop’ time. This allows you to make
arrangements for other shows and sales, and
allows you to stay aware of where your art is.
The benefit to the owner: it allows them to
make future arrangements. But, warning! THEY
will continue to do so without this clause, and
your art will find its way into a supply closet
with hazardous chemicals, with heavy stuff
sitting on top of it, or piled in a corner —
bumped and poked by those who do not see its
value. (FYI: I’ve ‘lost’ a few pieces of art by not
holding owners to ‘end’ times of contracts…)

Yes, you are receiving a service that is of value
to you — the opportunity to exhibit. But you are
also providing a valuable service to the
restaurant/coffee shop owner — décor for their
business. This value increases with the terms of
the time period you agree upon, especially if it
involves YOU:
§ Bringing the art for them to select
§ Hanging the artwork

§ Providing ‘change out’ of artwork, keeping
their décor exciting for their customers.

Usually, the value that you provide to the
business is (unfortunately) far greater than any
amounts of artwork that will be sold.

So, how do we shift this into a ‘win’ for the
artist, too? Here are some suggestions:

§ Allow the business to purchase the art on
consignment if they wish or at a wholesale
price (usually 50% of the retail value).

§ Ask for ‘complimentary’ meals, beverages,
etc on a regular basis or at a fixed dollar
amount, for the duration of your contract.

The least equitable situation for the artist, but
the one that is easiest to ask for and agree
upon, is simply

§ ‘No commission’ for the establishment.

If they insist on taking commission from each
sale, then the fair thing to do is to present them
with a rental agreement up front, where they
pay a monthly percentage of the retail value of
each painting for the duration of the contract.

Please, artists! Acknowledge that there is value
inherent in what you do! Goethe said that
everyone should see a beautiful painting every
day of their lives; many others whom society
acknowledges as 'great' men espoused that
‘beautiful things are important’! ‘Art’ does more
than provide decoration, it feeds our souls!
Entire industries are founded upon these beliefs
— Interior Design, Fashion, Galleries, etc — to
name a few. If all of these people see ‘worth’ in
‘art’, why don’t we present it as though we
believe this, too? (I feel another article in the
works…)
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Heritage Club
Maria Morando and Martina Dyer continue their
exhibit at the Heritage Club during January.

Maria is displaying some of her oil paintings, as well
as fluid acrylic works of art and etchings. She enjoys
depicting subjects of nature, including landscapes,
flowers, and birds. She also has some examples of
equine art.

Martina is displaying watercolor paintings of
landscapes and people.

The Heritage Club is located at 111 Washington
Street, Huntsville, 35801.

Please join the artists for a Wine and Cheese
Reception on 8 January, 4:30-6:30 PM.

The Heritage Club has a business attire dress code.

Huntsville Times
Kay McWhorter is the exhibitor at the Huntsville
Times during January. Kay is a signature member of
the Alabama Watercolor Society. She will exhibit
calligraphy, photographs,
and watercolors.

The Huntsville Times
Gallery is located at 2317
S. Memorial Parkway,
open Monday through
Friday, 8 AM to 5 PM.
Free Admission. Further
information: Times at
532-4494 or HAL at 534-
3860.

Framing by Don Broome
Don's normal prices compare to Hobby Lobby's sale prices. He has
thousands of feet of stock; all types. PLUS, Don will donate 20%
of sales to the Huntsville Art League. So do us, and yourself a
favor!! Don is in South Huntsville... call him at 880-3497 or  656-
1457. Now with 100% acid-free mats!

WORKSHOPS

HAL is always looking for qualified workshop
instructors to bring to Huntsville. If you have
had a workshop recently or know of a great
teacher you’d like to see, please contact the
Gallery Director or HAL President.
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Library
Hal Cronkhite and Harriet Dobbins continue to
exhibit their work at the Huntsville - Madison County
Main Library during January.

“Clydes” Oil Painting by Maria Morando

By S. Renee Prasil

Thanks!

Thanks to Mr. Koettel of South Huntsville,
who was moving recently and thought to
donate his art supplies to HAL. He had many
art books, which will add to our growing
Library!! We appreciate it!

New Lights For HAL

Back in March, in addition to the jewelry cases
donated by Swafford Jewelry, was a good
bit of track lighting. Recently the dazzling duo
of Dan Tatum and John Hubbard got in the
mood to install the lights. With a little help
from an electrician, the lights were up for the
December 3 Gallery Tour, and they made the
artwork look extra special! Thanks so much to
Swafford’s, and to Dan and John for a job well
done!

‘Picnic’ Photograph by Kay McWhorter

  E X H I B I T I O N S
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WHERE LOCAL ART MEETS THE COMMUNITY

3005 L&N Dr. Ste. 2
Huntsville, AL 35801

(256) 534-3860
www.huntsvilleartleague.org

email: mail@huntsvilleartleague.org
Mon-Fri  10 AM-6 PM • Sat  noon- 6 PM

  W E L C O M E !

HAL Members’ Meeting
19 January 2010, 7 PM at HAL

  UPCOMING DATES
Gallery Change-out

All “2D” (hanging art) is usually changed at
the end of every

even numbered month
(Feb., Apr., Jun., Aug., Oct., Dec.)
Figure Drawing Group

Mondays 9-12, Clothed Model
Fee: $6 Members, $7 Non-Members

More info: Terri Shows, 256-651-7450
Terri.Shows@yahoo.com
Plein Air Group

Call Janie Byers for details, 539-3175
Peer Critique

Every 1st Wed., 7:00 p.m., HAL Gallery
To Exhibit at HAL Gallery

Applications at HAL or on Website
www.huntsvilleartleague.org

Newsletter Submissions
Please submit articles and digital photos for
next month’s issue of the HAL newsletter by

the 15th of the month to
Martina Dyer

yngluke@bellsouth.net
Submissions on paper should be put in an en-
velope marked “For Newsletter” and put in the

slot in the office door.
Send us information on recent acceptances
into local/state/regional/national/international

juried shows along with any
awards/recognition received. We want to ac-

knowledge your achievements.

New and Renewing Members
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January
Limelight: Watercolor Artists
Heritage Club: Maria Morando, Martina Dyer
Huntsville Times: Kay McWhorter
Library: Harriet Dobbins, Hal Cronkhite

2 Jan. — CD artwork collection begins
8 Jan. — Heritage Club Reception
             4:30-6:30 PM
19 Jan. — HAL Members’ Meeting

February
Limelight: Oil/Acrylic Artists
Heritage Club: Hal Cronkhite
                     Robert Turner
Huntsville Times: Sam Fara
Library: Harriet Dobbins ,Hal Cronkhite

21 Feb. — Collector’s Draw, VBC, 4 PM

March
Limelight: Caroline Wang
Heritage Club: Robert Turner
                     Hal Cronkhite
Huntsville Times: Dorothy Montgomery

April
Limelight: Sam Tumminello
Huntsville Times: Maria Morando

May
Limelight: Marcia Leonard
Huntsville Times: Peter Grant

June
Limelight: Collector’s Draw Retrospective
Huntsville Times: Walt and Janet
Schumacher

July
Limelight: Collector’s Draw Retrospective
Huntsville Times: Don Wolf

August
Limelight: Walt and Janet Schumacher
Huntsville Times: Renee Prasil

September
Huntsville Times: Maria West

October
Limelight: Mary Ellen Davidson
Huntsville Times: Caroline Wang

November
Limelight: HAL Teachers
Huntsville Times: Susan Clanton

December
Limelight: Judith Fields
Huntsville Times: Robert Turner

Publicity Reminder — Please get any
publicity items to be sent to the newspaper,

radio, or TV to Maite Clyatt at
maiteclyatt@bellsouth.net by the 14th of the

month.

New Members
Teresa Batchelor
Jenny Mayers
Jan Pierce Atnip
Roberta Rodgers
Della Simmons

Allison Volek

Renewed Members
Martina Dyer
Herb Francis

Virginia Hallenbeck-
Shields
Louise A. and Travis
    Hardin
Sheila Hershey
Rosalie Holt

Patricia Hrivnak
John Jeter
Teresa McDole
Teresia Reid
Linda Steed
Katrina Weber


